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Headline: High-speed rail in India at a rapid pace
Introduction of Japanese technology
The construction of India's first high-speed railway using Japanese technology is underway.
India is a "promising market" for Japan, which has been making efforts to export its
infrastructure overseas in order to compete with China. However, there is opposition to the
expropriation of land for the project, and some are pointing out delays in the completion of
the project. (Hidetaka Yamamura, at Surat in Western India.
The high-speed railroad will connect Mumbai, the commercial capital of Maharashtra, and
Ahmedabad, an industrial city in Gujarat, over a distance of 508 kilometres. The decision to
introduce the bullet train system was made at the Japan-India summit meeting in 2015, and
the High-Speed Rail Authority, which was established, began construction in 2017, with the
aim of opening the line in 2023. When completed, the line will shorten the travel time
between the two cities from about six hours by conventional rail to about two hours. Gujarat
is the home state and birthplace of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and the project is a huge
national project under his leadership.
Amit Kumar Singh, 39, who works at a construction site in the suburbs of Surat, Gujarat,
says, "I am proud to work for the development of India.
Digant Shah, 72, who runs a furniture company, said, "My employees travel 50 to 60 times
a year to work on the project. The training center has been completed.
One of the features of the project is the incorporation of Japanese-style railroad operation
know-how.
In the town of Vadodara, about 130 km north of Surat, a training center has been
completed to train personnel in operation, maintenance, and inspection. The facility is
equipped with a train simulator that simulates a Japanese Shinkansen train, and will train
approximately 3,500 maintenance and management personnel. An official said, "Japan's
cutting-edge technology, such as automatic braking in the event of an earthquake, is worth
learning.
Japan's high-speed rail track construction has struggled worldwide in the face of stiff
competition from China, which sells low-priced trains. In 2015, an Indonesian high-speed rail
project for which Japan was considered a strong contender but at the end it was awarded to
China. India is the country where Japan can expect to receive orders in the future.
The main reason is that tensions over the border between India and China have been rising
in recent years. With strong anti-Chinese sentiment, China is seen as unlikely to get involved
in important projects involving India's national interests.

Construction is proceeding at a rapid pace, but there are some issues such as the
expropriation of land has been delayed. A village in the suburbs of Mumbai has been
protesting against the construction section, and some of the residents have refused to agree
to the expropriation of their land. Santosh Dalvi, 37, whose house on the proposed
construction site will be demolished, said, "I have been to Mumbai only twice so far and I
don't need a high-speed train.
Cost is also an issue. In the initial stage, the total cost of the project was 980 billion rupees
(about 1.68 trillion yen). However, labour and other costs have increased due to the lengthy
construction process. The cost is expected to rise in future, and the government's response
will be closely watched.

