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‘Bullet train
a project of
nat'l interest’

tating that
Swhen 97% of

land for the
Mumbai-Ahmed-
abad bullet train
project has been
acquired, “interfe-
ring... would be
against public in-
terest in a project
of national impor-
tance”, Bombay HC
dismissed Godrej &
Boyce’s challenge to
the Rs 264-crore state
acquisitionof its10-acre
Vikhroli plot. Observing
that private interest clai-
med by the petitioner
doesn’t prevail over
public interest, HC
said “merely because %
there are alleged irre-
gularities... while acqu- 3.
iringland” it cannot ex-
erciseitsdiscre- tio- ‘

nary

power.
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Bullet train of nat’l importance, says HC

Swati.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Enabling the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad bullet train
project to forge ahead, the
Bombay high court on Thurs-
day dismissed a challenge by
Godrej & Boyce Manufactur-
ing Co Ltd, Mumbai’s largest
private landlord, to the Rs 264-
crore state acquisition of its
10-acre Vikhroli plot and the
constitutional validity of a le-
gal provision. The HC said
when 97% of the land is al-
ready acquired, “interfering
at this stage would be totally
against public interest in an

infrastructural and public
project of national impor-
tance”.

The judgment comes a day
before Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s scheduled visit to
Mumbai for the Vande Bharat

AHD-MUM PLAN

launch. The National High-
Speed Rail Corporation,
which is executing the bullet
train project, took possession
of the land on Thursday:
“Merely because there are
certain alleged irregularities
in the procedure required to
be followed while acquiring

land”, the HC bench of Justic-
esRDDhanukaand MM Sath-
aye said it cannot exercise its
discretionary power. The
bench added, “In case of con-
flict on inter-fundamental
rights and intra-fundamental
rights, the court has to exam-
ine as to where lies the larger
public interest, while balanc-
ing the two conflicting rights.
It is the paramount collective
interest which would ulti-
mately prevail. In the facts of
this case, the private interest
claimed by the petitioner does
not prevail over the public in-
terest which would subserve
an infrastructural project of

public importance, which isa
dream project of this country
and afirstof itskind.”

The HC declined a plea
made by senior counsel Nav-
roz Seervai, appearing for Go-
drej & Boyce, to stay its judg-
ment even by two weeks.

The HC accepted the con-
tention of additional solicitor
general Anil Singh, for the
Centre, that the 508km rail
project will generate 90,000
jobs and serve 92,000 passen-
gers per day per direction by
2053, and is highly instrumen-
tal in boosting the ‘Make-in-
India’ initiative.

Fullreporton wwuw.toi.in
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BULLET TRAIN PROJECT

‘Project of national importance” HC dismisses
Godrej & Boyce plea against land acquisition

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 9

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Thursday dismissed a plea filed
by Godrej &  Boyce
Manufacturing Company Ltd,
challenging Maharashtra gov-
ermmment’s acquisition of its land
for a compensation of Rs 264
crore for the Ahmedabad-
Mumbai bullet train project.
The court said "the project is
of national importance and in
public interest” and that the
“paramount public collective in-
terest would prevail over private
interest”. Justice RD Dhanuka and
Justice M M Sathaye concluded
thehearinginthepleaandonthe
December 20 reserved order,
which it pronounced Thurscday.
The company had challenged
proceedings by the state govern-
mentwhereby a final award of Rs
264 crore was granted on
September 15-2022 for acquir-

ing 39,252 sqm(9.69 acres) ofits
land, sayingitwas far less than the
initialamount of Rs 572 crore the
government had offered.

The plea had also challenged
the amendment to the Land
Acquisition Act-2013, which ex-
empted the bullet train project
from the social impact assess-
ment tobe carmied out by experts,

Senior advocate Navroz
Seervai, appeaning for the com-
pany, refuted allegations of caus-
ing unnecessary hurdles in the
land acquisition process.

Additional Solicitor General
AnilSingh, representing NHSRCL,
which is executing the project,
told the court that the land that
was still in Godrej's possession
might be handed over to NHSRCL
tocarry out measurement works,

The HC was told that as per
land acquisition laws, possession
of land was taken within three
months of passing a compensa-
tion award, and in the case of
Godrej, three months had already

10.2.2023
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passed. The state had said that it
did not take possession of the land
asthe matter was sub-judice.

In his submissions as the ad-
vocate general and later as special
counsel in the case, Ashutosh
Kumbhakoni had said the gov-
ernment had agreed tocompen-
sate the company despite the
pending land dispute over its
property in Mumbai, which the
state has sought to acquire for the
project.

The bench noted, "At such a
stage of the project, this Court
cannotexercise thediscretion to
interfere with the acquisition of
the writ property, which is for
small portion of the land, as
compared with 97% of the land
already having been acquired by
the respondents, and on the said
land various activities already
having been carried out substan-
tially.”

It added thatthe government

has already spent "a huge amount
on completing the activities so

far”. "The bullet train project is
funded by Japan International
Cooperation Agencyand thusany
interference in the acquisition of
the writ property at this stage
would be totally against public in-
terest. In our view, any interfer-
ence with the acquisition of the
writ property at this stage would
be also contrary to the principles
of nointerference with the public
project under Specific Relief Act,
1963.There are no procedural ir-
regularities on the part of the re-
spondents. Even ifthereisanyir-
regularity, no interference is
warranted in view of the project
being the infrastructural project
of national importance, and be-
ing a project in public interest.”

The HC observed that “public
interest would prevail over pri-
vate interest”,

"The petitioner has not made
out a case for exercising discre-
tionary powers under Article 226
of the Constitution in this case,”
the bench said.
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Bullet train of nat'l importance:
HC; junks land acquisition plea

imesimpom JUDGMENT GIVES BIG PUSH TO PROJECT

@timesgroup.com
SEPT 2017 | PM HIGH-SPEED CORRIDOR LENGTH |
Narendra Modi lays 508km — 155km in Maharashtra, JUDGESPEAK

Mumbai: Enabling the Mum-
bai-Ahmedabad bullet train

project to forge ahead, the Bo-
mbay high court on Thursday
dismissed a challenge by God-

foundation stone for
bullet train project in

Ahmedabad, Gujarat

349km in Gujarat, 4km in Dadra &
Nagar Haveli

> 0f 1,400 hectares required for

In our view, the bullet train
project is an infrastructural

project of national importance, a

rej & Boyce Manufacturing | MAY 18,2018 |Maha | project, 353 hectares in Maha large number of public would be

Co Ltd, Mumbai’s largest pri- | govt declares the e benefited and would have saved
vate landlord, to the Rs 264- | Mumbai-Ahmedabad ;ﬁ?gﬁ;‘%g‘:ﬁsm" other benefits for betterment of
crore state acquisition of its | bullet train a vital tat P this country

10-acre Vikhroli plot and the infra project Se

constitutional validity of a le-
gal provision. The HC said
when 97% of land has already
acquired, “interfering at this
stage would be totally against
public interest in an infrast-
ructural and public project of
national importance”.

Thejudgment comes aday
before PM Narendra Modi’s
scheduled visit to Mumbai for
the Vande Bharat launch.

The National High Speed
Rail Corporation, which is ex-
ecuting the bullet train pro-
ject, took possession of the
land on Thursday.

“Merely because there are
certain alleged irregularities
in the procedure to be follo-
wed while acquiring land”,
the HC bench of Justices R D
Dhanuka and MM Sathaye sa-
id, it cannot exercise its dis-
cretionary power. It added,
“In case of conflict on inter-
fundamental rights and intra-
fundamental rights, the court
hastoexamineastowherethe
larger public interest lies,
while balancing the two con-
flicting rights. It is the para-
mount collective interest
which would ultimately pre-
vail. In the facts of this case,
the private interest claimed
by the petitioner does not pre-
vail over the public interest
which would subserve an in-
frastructural project of pub-
licimportance, which isa dre-
amprojectof thiscountryand

afirstof itskind.”

The HC declined a plea
made by senior counsel Navr-
oz Seervai, appearing for Go-
drej & Boyce, to stay its judg-
ment even by two weeks. The
HC accepted the contention of
additional solicitor general
Anil Singh, for the Centre,
that the 508km rail project
will generate 90,000 jobs and
serve 92,000 passengers per
day per direction by 2053, and
is instrumental in boosting
the Make-in-India initiative.

The HC held that the com-
pany cannot beallowed torely
on a higher compensation va-
lue of Rs 572 — almost double
— arrived at earlier during a
private negotiation under the
law. The amount “is not bin-
ding or final” since that nego-
tiationhad failed and the com-
pany had not accepted the
amount as conclusive. “The
award cannot be considered
asperverseandabsurdonthis

ground,” held the HC, adding
that the company could have
applied for claim enhance-
ment under the Right to Fair
Compensation Act.

Post negotiation failure,
the land acquisition process
wasfollowed. Last September,
a deputy collector had held
the acquisition payout to be
around Rs 264 crore, said for-
mer state advocate general
Ashutosh Kumbhakoni and
additional government plea-
der Jyoti Chavan. Kumbhako-
ni— it was his last major case
asadvocate general —submit-
ted that there was no delay by
the state and hence the
‘award’ was not a ‘nullity’, as
argued by Seervai.

The company’s case was
that the acquisition was a
‘nullity’ and the process had
lapsed as the state had delayed
issuance of the award (fixing
price of acquisition) — more
than 26 months after the hea-

There are no procedural irregularities
in this matter on the part of the
government authorities. Even if

there is any irregularity, no
interference is warranted

in view of the national
importance of project

JusticesRD
Dhanuka &

M M Sathaye |
BOMBAY HIGH COURT BENCH

ring on July 15, 2020 — by un-
justifiably granting “illegal”
multiple extensions to comp-
lete the acquisition under the
first proviso to Section 25 of
the Fair Compensation Act
and the section.

The company challenged
the constitutional validity of
the proviso to Section 25 say-
ing it confers “unfettered po-
wers” to grant extensions to
the timeline within which ac-
quisition process should con-
clude and section 10A (exemp-
ting infrastructure projects
like the bullet train from soci-
alimpact assessment).

Upholding its validity, the
HCsaid thelaw under Section
25 of the Fair Compensation
Act, since 2011, departs from
the two-year outer limit in the
Land Acquisition Act of 1894,
contemplates and permits the
government to grant multiple
extensions provided circums-
tances exist to justify it.
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BULLET TRAIN
CLEARS HUMP

HC dismisses Godrej plea challenging
its Vikhroli land acquisition

URVI MAHAJANI | Mumbai

Terming the bullet train project as a ‘dream project of
this country' and of ‘national importance and a project
in public interest’, the Bombay |,

high court on Thursday rejected It's @ dream
the petition filed by Godrej & pro]ect' _ i
Boyce Manufacturing Company : of g;ls
Limited, challenging the land ac: "-Wl‘tl’yc
quisition proceedings initiated by national

the Maharashtra government and immm

the National High Speed Rail Cor- .

poration Limited (NHSRCL) in  and public

suburban Vikhroli. interest’
A division bench of Justices RD

Dhanuka and Milind Sathaye ob-
served: “In our view, the bullet train project is an infra-
siructural project of national nnportame as large num-
bers of public would be benefited.” CONTD. ON NATION
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Bullet train clears...

The court also said that the project was
‘ane-of-its-kind" and collective interest
would ultimately prevail over private
interest, “It is the paramount collective
interest which will ultimately prevail. In
the facts of this case, the private
interest daimed by petitioner does not
prevail over public interest which
would subserve infrastructural project
of public importance which is a dream

ject of this country and first of its

ind,” the bench said.

The HC was hearing a petition filed
by Godrej challenging the September
2022 order of the State government
awarding Rs 264 aares in retum for
acquiring its land for the project.

Of the total 508.17 kilometres of rail
track between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad, about 21 km is planned
U nd, One of the entry points
tou d tunnel falls on the land
in Vikhroli {owned by Godrej).

Opposing the plea, the Central and
the state governments contended that
the company was delaying the project
and claimed the state govemment was
in possession of all other land and only
the portion belonging to Godrej was
not in its possession.

In its 153-page judgment, the court
noted that provisions of the Fair
Compensation Act empowered the
government to take acquisition
proceedings to their logical conclusion,
The justices also accepted the
contention of Godrej that the
compensation was initially decided at
Rs 572 core whereas the final award
passed was only for Rs 264 aore.

“The compensation derived at the
stage of private negotiation cannot be
considered as final and binding, since
the said private negotiation had
admittedly failed," said the court

Godrej had further contended that
there had been irregularities in the
procedure followed by respondents in
acquiring the writ property and also in
awarding compensation. Additional
Solicitor General Anil Singh contended
there was provision for appeal under
the Fair Compensation Act and the
company could exercise the same

‘nnnn—aaa 4“! l'ﬁﬁ‘ 4“

discretion,

Since 2019, Godrej and the
government have been embroiled in a
legal dispute over the acquisition of the
company-owned land in Vikhroli,
Mumbai, for the bullet train project.

Spedial counsel Ashutosh
Kumbhakoni and additional
government pleader Jyoti Chavan,
appearing for the state government,
had informed the court it had already
deposited the compensation amount of
Rs 264 crore awarded to the company
in October last year.

The court noted that even if there
were imegularities, the same would
“not vitiate the acquisition” of the
propesty. “Even if there is any
iregularity, no interference is
warranted, in view of the project being
an infrastructural project of national
PLDbc e e the s

ic interest,” a the justices.

They further added that in case the
court found that the acquisition was
vitiated on account of non-compliance,
there were ways to award
compensation but quashing of the
acquisition Erocess was not the only
option. With some legal requirement,
the persons concerned could be entitled
10 a particular amount of damages as a
lumpsum or caleulated at a certain
percentage of compensation payable, it
said. "There are many ways of
affording appropriate relief and
redressing a wrong but quashing the
acquisition proceedings is not the only
mode of redress,” added the court.

Counsel Navroz Seervai, appearning
for Godrej, had urged the court to stay
its order for a period of two weeks so
that they could approach the Supreme
Court in appeal. The bench, however,
refused to stay its order
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Bullet train: Godrej’s
plea on land dismissed

HT Correspondent

htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Bombay high
court on Thursday dismissed a
petition filed by Godrej & Boyce
Manufacturing Company Ltd,
which challenged the acquisition
of 39,570 square metres of their
land in Vikhroli for the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train project.

The division bench of justice
RD Dhanuka and justice MM
Sathaye prevented the company
toapproach the high court again
and question about the land
acquisition.

The bench said in the first
round of litigation in 2018, the
company had approached the
high court after a notification
was published in March 2018 for
the acquisition of its land, with a
request to the National High-
Speed Rail Corporation Ltd
(NHSRCL) to accept an alternate
piece of land for construction of
a ventilation shaft, distribution
and traction substations for the
project.

The plot was, however, found
to be unsuitable and the com-
pany offered a second alternate
plot which was accepted by the
NHSRCL. The court said at that
time what remained was the
determination of the amount of
compensation and the manner
of payment - in view of the pend-
ing dispute over the title of the
Vikhroli land between Godrej
and the state government.

The court said the negotia-
tions failed on account of the
title dispute (the state govern-
ment claimed that it was the
owner of the land), but the
acquisition of the second alter-
nate plot ceased to be a dispute.
“Since various steps were taken
by the NHSRCL and the state
government in pursuance of the
alternate proposal offered by
Godrej and the parties having
taken steps in pursuant to the
said offer of the alternate plot by
the petitioner, Godrej and Boyce
are prevented from challenging
the acquisition of plot,” said the
ol

urt.

“The (second) petition is liable
to be dismissed on this ground
itself.” said the bench, but exam-
ined the Godrej petition on mer-
its aswell and found it untena-
ble.

The court refused to exercise
its extraordinary jurisdiction,
noting that no procedural irreg-
ularities were brought to its
notice. Besides, the court also
took into consideration the fact
that the high-speed rail corridor
is a project of national impor-
tance, around 97% of the land
required for the project is
acquired and around ¥32,000
crore has already been spent on
the project. The bench also took
note of the fact that tenders for
all the civil works in the Maha-
rashtra corridor have already
been floated and in Gujarat, all
civil works contracts are already
awarded and foundation work
for a194-kilometre rail corridor,
9.5-kilometre viaduct and
23-kilometre girder casting are
complete.

“Atsuch a stage of the project,
this court cannot interfere with
the acquisition of the property
which is for a small portion of
the land as compared to 97% of

The court took into consideration that the high-speed rail
corridor is of national importance. HT PHOTO

NHSRCL opens tender
for 21-kilometre tunnel
fromBKCtoThane

Shashank Rao

shashank.rao@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: With 39,570
square metres of land now
available for the Mumbai
Ahmedabad bullet train
project at Vikhroli, the
National High Speed Rail
Corporation Ltd (NHSRCL)
on Thursday opened tenders
for the 21-kilometre tunnel
between Bandra Kurla Com-
plex (BKC) and Thane.

The tunnel - which
includes a 7-kilometre
stretch under the Thane
creek - is estimated to cost
around 210,000 crore. The
NHSRCL has now obtained
99% of land in Maharashtra
for the high-speed rail corri-
dor.

On Thursday, NHSRCL
officials said that they
received bids from two com-
panies— Larsen and Toubro
and Afcons - for the con-
struction of the single-tube
tunnel, which will have a
diameter of 13 metres.

The development comes

65 metres. Itwill go around
45 metres below Thane
Creek. The deepest will be
below Parsik Hill at 114
metres. We will be tunnel-
ling from both ends for
which shafts will be con-
structed at BKC, Vikhroli
and Sawli for digging the
tunnel,” said an official from
NHSRCL.

The approximate cost per
kilometre of the tunnel is
around 500 crore. The
project would require at
least three boring machines.

At BKC, there will be the
only underground station in
the 508-kilometre route,
which will have 6 platforms
with a length of 415 metres
each that can accommodate
16-coach bullet trains. Itwill
have a depth of 25 metres
and will also connect to
Metro 2B.

The authorities also
showcased the designs of
Virar, BKC and Thane sta-
tions. At Virar, the station is
likely to be near the hill and
so it will depict the winds

after the Bombay high court ~ from the mountain. Thane
dismissed a petition filed by ~ station will be near Ulhas
Godrej, which challenged river, so, the roof will form
the acquisition of theirland ~ waves. While BKC will be
in Vikhroli for the project. designed to depict clouds
“The depth of the tunnel  and waves of the Arabian
will vary from 25 metresto ~ Sea.
the land already acquired and  enacting clause or to limit its
various activities already having ~ applicability) to section 25 of the
been carried out substantially,”  Right to Fair Compensation and
said the bench. Transparency in Land Acquisi-
“The Governmenthasalready  tion, Rehabilitation and Resettle-
spent a huge amount on com-  mentAct, 2013, an extension can
pleting the activities so farand  be granted only once.
any interference in the acquisi- “A perusal of the first proviso
tion of the property at this stage  to section 25 indicates that there
would be totally against the pub-  is no cap in the outer limit on
licinterest,” itadded. granting extension for a particu-
HCalsorejected the challenge  lar period,” the bench said while
to the notifications issued by the  rejecting the contention.
state government granting two HC also rejected the com-
12-month extensions tocomplete  pany’s grievance regarding the
theacquisition process, contend-  compensation awarded on Sep-
ing that under the first proviso (2 tember 15, 2022. The court said,
clausewhich isadded tothestat- “The award cannot be consid-

ute to accept something from

ered as perverse and absurd.”
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Bullet train of nat’l importance,
says HC, gives push to project

Swati.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Enabling the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad bul-
let train project to forge
ahead, the Bombay HC on
Thursday dismissed a chal-
lenge by Godrej & Boyce
Manufacturing Co Ltd,
Mumbai’s largest private
landlord, to the Rs 264-crore
state acquisition of its 10-
acre Vikhroli plot and the
constitutional validity of a
legal provision. The
HC said when 97% of the
land is already acquired,
“interfering at this stage
would be totally against
public interest in an infras-
tructural and public project
of national importance”.
The judgment comes a
day before PM Modi’s sched-
uled visit to Mumbai for the
Vande Bharat launch. The
National High-Speed Rail

Corporation, which is exe-
cuting the bullet train pro-
ject, took possession of the
land on Thursday.

“Merely because there
are certain alleged irregu-
larities in the procedure re-
quired to be followed while
acquiring land”, the HC
bench of Justices R D Dha-

MUM-AHD PLAN

nukaand MM Sathaye said it
cannot exercise its discre-
tionary power. The bench
added, “In case of conflicton
inter-fundamental  rights
and intra-fundamental
rights, the court has to exam-
ineas to where lies the larger
publicinterest, while balanc-
ing the two conflicting
rights. It is the paramount
collective interest which
would ultimately prevail. In
the facts of this case, the pri-
vate interest claimed by the

petitioner does not prevail
over the public interest
which would subserve an in-
frastructural project of pub-
lic importance, which is a
dream project of this coun-
tryanda first of itskind.”
The HC declined a plea
made by senior counsel Nav-
roz Seervai, appearing for
Godrej & Boyce, to stay its
judgmenteven by two weeks.
The HC accepted the con-
tention of additional solic-
itor general Anil Singh, for
the Centre, that the 508km
rail project will generate
90,000 jobs and serve 92,000
passengers per day per direc-
tion by 2053, and is highly in-
strumental in boosting the
‘Make-in-India’ initiative.
The HC held that the com-
pany cannot be allowed to re-
ly on a higher compensation
valueof Rs572arrived at ear-
lier duringa private negotia-
tion stage under the law.
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LAND ACQUISITION FOR BULLET TRAIN PROJECT

HC Dismisses Godrej & Boyce’s

Plea against Lower Compensatlon

Cosays final award of
Z264 cr was way less
than¥572 crinitially
offered to it by state

Mavulik.Vyas@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Godrej & Boyce Manufac-
turing Co’s plea challenging a lower
compensation amount by the Maha-
rashtra government for acquiring
its land for the proposed Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train project has
been dismissed by the Bombay High
Court.

Thefirmhad approached the HC in
December 2019 challenging the land
acquisition proceedings by the state
government. Last year, it challenged
the award of compensation passed
by the deputy collector, arguing that
the final award of %264 crore was
way less than the 2572 crore initially
offered to it by the government for
acquiringtheland.

On Thursday, a division bench of Jus-
tice RD Dhanuka and MM Sathaye,
while dismissing the plea, said in case
of conflicton inter-fundamental rights

and intra-fundamental rights, the co-
urt has to examine where the larger
public interest lies while balancing the
two conflictingrights.

“The bullet train project is funded
by JICA and thusany interference in
the acquisition of the writ property
at this stage would be totally against
the public interest,” the bench ob-
served. “In the facts of this case, the
private interest claimed by the peti-
tioner (Godrej) does not prevail over
the public interest which would sub-
serve the infrastructural project of
public importance which is a dream
project of this country and the first
of itskind.”

A\Sm(sen}ﬁlettrain}n Tokyo ,;,' P
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The court also refused the compa-
ny’'s oral request to stay the opera-
tion of the order for two weeks to
challenge this before the Supreme
Court.

The court had in December reser-
ved its verdict on the petition by
Godrej & Boyce.

India’s first bullet train project is
expected to mark a shift to an era of
high-speed trains capable of hitting
speeds of up to 350 kilometres per
hour.

Of the 508.17-km-long bullet train
corridor, 155.76 km is in Maharash-
tra, 348.04 km in Gujarat and 4.3 km
in Dadra and Nagar Haveli.
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Work on h1gh— peed train to start in Sept

Aroosa Ahmed
Mumbai

In a major push for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
pet project the bullet train
corridor between Mumbai
and Ahmedabad, the Na-
tional High-Speed Rail
Corporation Limited
(NHSRCL) will commence
the on-ground construc-
tion in Maharashtra by
September 2023.

NHSRCL opened the
technical tender for the
construction of a 21-km
tunnel including a 7-km
undersea stretch, a first in
India, Thursday.

Larsen & Toubro Ltd
and Afcons Infrastructure
Ltd have bid for the con-
struction of the tunnel.

BULLETING AHEAD. L&T and Afcons Infrastructure have bid
for the construction of a 21-km tunnel

The 508-km corridor
traverses Maharashtra,
Dadra Nagar Haveli and
Gujarat. The high speed
train capable of 320 kmph

will run between Mumbai
and Ahmedabad with lim-
ited halts in 2.07 hours and
with halts at all stations in
2.58 hours.

There will be 12 stations
including four in Maha-
rashtra and eight in Gu-
jarat.

The implementing au-
thority has acquired over-
all 98.88 per cent of the
land needed for the project
-- in Gujarat 98.91 per cent
and in Maharashtra 98.79
per cent of land is
acquired.

The Bombay High Court
on Thursday said the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad bul-
let train project is of “na-
tional importance and in
the public interest”, and
dismissed a petition filed
by Godrej & Boyce com-
pany challenging the ac-
quisition proceedings initi-
ated by the Maharashtra
government states a report
by PTL
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® MUM-AHD BULLET TRAIN PROJECT
HC rejects Godrej &
Boyce plea against
land acquisition

The court said bullet train
is a“dream project and of
national importance”

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, February 9

THEMUMBAI-AHMEDABAD BULLET train
isa “dream project of this country and of
national importance and in public inter-
est”,the Bombay High Court said on Thurs-
day dismissing a petition filed by Godrej &
Boyce company challenging acquisition
proceedings initiated by the Maharashtra
governmentand the NHSRCLin Mumbai's
Vikhroli area for the project.

A division bench of Justices RD
Dhanukaand MM Sathaye said the project
was one-of-its-kind and collective interest
would prevail over private interest.

The court said in cases of conflict on
inter fundamental rights and intra funda-
mental rights, the court has to examine as
to where liesthe larger publicinterest while
balancing the two conflicting rights.

"It is the paramount collective interest
whichwould ultimately prevail. Inthefacts
ofthiscase, the private interest claimed by
the petitioner does not prevail over the
publicinterestwhich would subserve infra-
structural project of public importance
whichisadream project of this countryand
first of its kind,"it said.

"In our view the bullet train project isan
infrastructural project of national impor-
tance,a largenumbersofpublicwouldbeben-
efitedandwould havesaved other benefits for
bettermentofthis country, thecourtsaid.

Of the total 508.17 kilometres of rail
track between Mumbai and Ahmedabad,
about21kmis planned to be underground.
One ofthe entry points to the underground
tunnel falls on theland in Vikhroli (owned
by Godrej).

Thestate government and the National
High Speed Rail Corporation Limited
(NHSRCL) had claimed the company was
delaying the entire project which was of
publicimportance.

Thebench, in its judgment, said the pro-
visions of the Fair Compensation Act empow-
ers the government to take the acquisition
proceedings already initiated toits logical
conclusion.

The court also
refused to accept
Godrej'scontention
that the compensa-
tion was initially
decided to be ¥572
crore  but was
reduced to I264
crorewhenthe final
award was passed.

"The compensa-
tion derived at the
stage of private
negotiation cannot
be considered as
final and binding
since the said pri-
vate negotiation
had admittedly
failed,"HC said.

The authorities
had told the HC the
acquisition processof
the entire line forthe
Mumbai-Ahmed-
abad bullettrain pro-
ject was complete
except the land
owned by Godrej &
Boyce Manufactur-
ing Company Lim-
itedinVikhroliarea.

The company
and the govern-
ment have been
embroiled in a legal
dispute over acqui-
sition of the com-
pany-owned landin
Vikhroli area of
Mumbaiforthe bul-
let train project
since 2019.
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HC rejects Godrej & Boyce

etition in bullet train case

HC rejects
Godrej &
Boyce plea
in bullet

Priyanka( offeredby the state government ..
priyankagawande@livemitcom forthe land acquisition. tra] nissue
MUMBAI Godrejand Boyce had earlier
stated that the acquisition was
FROM PAGE 1

he Bombay high courton

Thursday rejected God-

rej and Boyce Manufac-
turing Co. Ltd’s plea challeng-
ing the Maharashtra govern-
ment’s acquisition of its
Vikhroli land for the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train
project, ruling that national
importance took precedence
over private interests.

“The private interest claimed
by the petitioner does not prevail
over the public interest which
would subserve infrastructural
project of public importance
which is adream project of this
country and first of its kind,” a
bench led by Justice R.D. Dha-
nukaand Justice M.M. Sathaye
said,adding that the company’s
petitionisdevoid of merit.

On Thursday, Navroz Seer-
vai, senior counsel for Godrej
and Boyce, sought an order
against the respondents for not
taking possession of the said

', (‘ I | ’; ¥
£ K PR
The high court said national
importance took precedence
over private interests. MINT

land for a period of two weeks
sothatit could appeal in the top
court. The court, however,
refused the senior counsel’s
application tostay the order.
Godrejand Boyce petitioned
against the state government’s
offer of 3264 crore as compen-
sation passed on 15 September
for acquiring 508.2km of its
Vikhroli land. The company
argued that the final award of
3264.crore wasway less than the
X572 crore, the initial amount

unlawful, while claiming that it
had “multiple and patent ille-
galities” inthe same.

It also argued that the first
proviso toSection 25 of the Fair
Compensation Act, properly
construed, only permits a sin-
gleextensionin payment of the
award. Thus, the second exten-
sion notification, irrespective
of its publication date, is
invalid,and the entire proceed-
ings for the acquisition of the
subject plot stand lapsed. It
added that the state govern-
mentdid not make cleardisclo-
sures about the second exten-
sion and did not publish it on
the website concerned.

The division bench held that
itdid not find any illegality in
the award or in the decision
taken by the appropriate gov-
ernment in granting an exten-
sion tomakean award by exer-

TURN TO PAGE 6

cising powers under the first
proviso to Section 25 of the Fair
Compensation Act.

On the other hand, the
Maharashtragovernment and
National High Speed Rail
Corp., which will implement
the said project, stated that the
company was delaying the
entire project, which is of
utmost publicimportance.

The National High Speed
Rail Corp. and the state gov-
ernmentalleged that the com-
pany was responsible for the
project’s delay, resulting in an
additional costof31,000 crore.
Theseallegationswere denied
by the company.

Theadditional solicitor gen-
eral for the state government
informed the court that most of
the land acquisition in Gujarat
was completed, and work had
already commenced there,and
inMaharashtra, it acquired 97%
oftheland, except the Vikhroli
parcel, which was under dis-
pute for two years.

In its ruling, the high court
citedacase--mentioned in the
government counsel’s submis-
sion -- between Mazdoor Kisan
Shakti Sangathanand Union of
India, where the Supreme
Court spoke of situations
where there may be conflict
between two fundamental
rights. The SC had held thatin
caseof conflict on inter-funda-
mental rightsand intra-funda-
mental rights, the court has to
examine as to where lies the
larger public interest while bal-
ancing the two conflicting
rights, Thursday’sruling said.

Itisthe paramount collective
interest that will ultimately
prevail, the court noted.

The estimated cost for this
projectisaround 31.08 trillion,
and so far, an amount of more
than 332,000 crore has been
expended by the NHSRC
towards its implementation.
The land, approximately
admeasuring 430 hectares, is
required, out of which, as of
November 2022, 97%is already
acquired. Forthe underground
section between BKC and
Thane, all the land parcels
required arealready in posses-
sionof the NHSRC, except the
petitioner’s (Godrej & Boyce)
land, the courtobserved. From
theecological point, “The gov-
ernment would undertake to
plant over 110,000 mangrove
saplingsinbetweenthe piersto
be installed in the mangrove
area along with other safe-
guardsassetout in the permis-
sions/approvals,” the court said.
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HC’s green flag for
bullet train project

‘Dream project of this country’: HC

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAL FEB. 9

The Bombay high court
on Thursday dismissed
the plea of Godrej &
yce against land ac(‘gi-
sition proceedings, saying
that the bullet train proj-
ect Is of natlonal impor-
tance. The high court also
held there was no illegali-
ty in the land acquisition
proceedings.
Godrej & Boyee had chal-
lenged the award and com-
pensation of T264 crore by
the deputy collector on
September 15, 2022, for
acquiring 39,252 square
metre (9.69 acre) of com-
pany land for the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train
project. The company
claimed the amount was a
fraction of the initial
offering of 372 crores.
Plea also challenged a
notification dated 20th
August 2019 exempting the
project from social impact
assessment issued under
Section 10A of the Right to
Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land

Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013,

Holding that the project
is of national importance
and no illegality been
found in the land acquisi-
tion proceedings, a divi-
ston bench of Justices
R.D. Dhanuka and M.M.
Sathaye said, “The
Government has already
spent a huge amount on
completing the activities
so far. The project is fund-
ed by Japan International
Cooperation Agency
(JICA) and thus any
interference in the acqui-
sition of the writ proper-
ty at this stage would be
totally against the public
interest. Any interference
with the acquisition of
the writ property at this
stage would be also con-
trary to the principles of
no interference with the
public project under
Section 2XA) and 42 (ha)
of the Specific Relief Act,
1963, There are no proce
dural irregularities in
this matter on the part of
the respondents.
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Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train
projectis of nat’l importance: HC

Dismisses Godrej & Boyce plea against land acquisition

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI: The Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train is a
“dream project of this coun-
try and of national impor-
tance and in public interest’,
the Bombay High Court said
on Thursday dismissing a peti-
tion filed by Godrej & Boyce
company challenging acquisi-
tion proceedings initiated by
the Maharashtra government
and the NHSRCL in Mumbai’s
Vikhroli area for the project.

A division bench of Jus-
tices R D Dhanuka and M M
Sathaye said the project was
one-of-its-kind and collective
interest would prevail over pri-
vate interest.

The court said in cases of
conflict on inter fundamental
rights and intra fundamental
rights, the court has to examine
as to where lies the larger public
interest while balancing the two

conflicting rights.

“It is the paramount col-
lective interest which would
ultimately prevail. In the facts
of this case, the private inter-
est claimed by the petitioner
does not prevail over the public
interest which would subserve
infrastructural project of public
importance which is a dream
project of this country and first
of its kind,” it said.

“In our view the bullet
train project is an infrastruc-
tural project of national impor-
tance, alarge numbers of public
would be benefited and would
have saved other benefits for
betterment of this country;” the
court said.

Of the total 508.17 kilo-
metres of rail track between
Mumbai and Ahmedabad,
about 21 km is planned to be
underground. One of the entry
points to the underground tun-
nel falls on the land in Vikhroli

(owned by Godrej).

The state government and
National High Speed Rail Cor-
poration Limited had claimed
the company was delaying the
entire project which was of
public importance.

The bench, in its judgment,
said the provisions of the Fair
Compensation Act empow-
ers the government to take
the acquisition proceedings
already initiated to its logical
conclusion.

The court also refused to
accept Godrej’s contention that
the compensation was initially
decided to be Rs 572 crore but
was reduced to Rs 264 crore
when the final award was
passed.

“The compensation derived
at the stage of private negotia-
tion cannot be considered as
final and binding since the said
private negotiation had admit-
tedly failed,” HC said.
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Bullet train dream projec
HC rejects plea against
Mumbai land acquisition

PNS m MUMBAI

erming the Mumbai-

Ahmedabad bullet train a
“dream project of this country
and of national importance
and in public interest”, the
Bombay High Court said on
Thursday dismissed a petition
tiled by Godrej & Boyce com-
pany challenging acquisition
proceedings initiated by the
Maharashtra Government and
the NHSRCL in Mumbai’s
Vikhroli area for the project.

“It is the paramount col-
lective interest which would
ultimately prevail. In the facts
of this case, the private inter-

est claimed by the petitior
does not prevail over the pu
lic interest which would su
serve infrastructural proje
of public importance which
a dream project of this cou
try and first of its kind,” said t
division bench of Justices F
Dhanuka and MM Sathaye.
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HC green flags Mumbai-Ahmedabad
ullet train project in publlc intere

PTI @ MUMBAI

he Mumbai-Ahmedabad
bullet train is a "dream

project of this country and of

national importance and in
public interest”, the Bombay
High Court said on Thursday
dismissing a petition filed by
Godrej & Boyce company chal-
lenging acquisition proceedings
initiated by the Maharashtra
government and the NHSRCL
in Mumbai's Vikhroli area for
the project.

A division bench of Justices
R D Dhanuka and M M
Sathaye said the project was
one-of-its-kind and collective
interest would prevail over pri-
vate interest.

The court said in cases of

conflict on inter fundamental
rights and intra fundamental
rights, the court has to exam-
ine as to where lies the larger
public interest while balancing
the two conflicting rights.

"In our view the bullet
train project is an infrastruc-
tural project of national impor-
tance, a large numbers of pub-
lic would be benefited and
would have saved other bene-
fits for betterment of this coun-
try," the court said.

Of the total 508.17 kilo-
metres of rail track between
Mumbai and Ahmedabad,
about 21 km is planned to be
underground. One of the entry
points to the underground
tunnel falls on the land in
Vikhroli (owned by Godrej).

The state government and
the National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited (NHSR-
CL) had claimed the company
was delaying the entire project
which was of public impor-
tance.

The bench, in its judg-
ment, said the provisions of the
Fair Compensation Act
empowers the government to
take the acquisition proceed-

ings already initiated to its
logical conclusion.

The court also refused to
accept Godrej's contention that
the compensation was initial-
ly decided to be Rs 572 crore
but was reduced to Rs 264 crore
when the final award was
passed.

The authorities had told
the HC the acquisition process
of the entire line for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet
train project was complete
except the land owned by
Godrej & Boyce Manufacturing
Company Limited in Vikhroli
area.

The company and the gov-
ernment have been embroiled
in a legal dispute over acquisi-
tion of the company-owned
land
Mumbai for the bullet train
project since 2019.

The state government had
earlier informed the court it has
already deposited the com-

in Vikhroli area of

pensation amount of Rs 264
crore awarded to the company
in October last year.

The Godrej & Boyce
Manufacturing Co Ltd had filed
a petition challenging an order
of September 15, 2022 passed by
the Maharashtra government
awarding compensation to it for
land acquisition for the bullet
train project.

It had termed the land

acquisition proceedings initi-
ated by the state government as
"unlawful” and claimed there
were "multiple and patent ille-
galities” in the same.

The HC bench, however,
said it has not found any ille-
gality in the compensation or
proceedings initiated by the
authorities. "We have not found
any illegality in the compensa-
tion," it said.
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Designs of 4 bullet
train stns unveiled

BKC station'’s aesthetic is inspired by clouds
and crashing tides of Arabian Sea

RAJENDRA B. AKLEKAR
rapendra adekar@mid-day com

THE designs of four sta-
tions—Bandra Kurla Com-
plex (BKC), Thane, Virar and
Boisar—on the Mumbai-Ah-
medabad High-Speed Rall
(MAHSR) corridor, common-
ly known as the bullet train
project, were revealed on
Thursday.

While a few BKC station
slides had been released
earlier, this is the first time
that the entire set of draw-
ings is out.

The design of the BKC sta-
tion is inspired by clouds and
the crashing tides of the Ara-
blan Sea.

On Thursday, two bidders,
Afcons Infrastructure and
Larsen & Toubro submitted
bids for the construction of a
21-km-long tunnel, including
India’s first 7-km-long under-
sea tunnel, in Maharashtra,

The design of Virar station

have been planned, one to
facilitate access to the near-
by Metro station on Line 2B
and the other towards the
MTNL building.

The station has been

for the project. planned in such a way that
On Thursday, the ample space Is avall-
Bombay High Court able for passenger
dismissed a plea movement and
filed by Godrej & 03 amenities at the
Boyce Manufac- concourse  and
turing Company, No of levels at platform levels.
challenging the BKC station Dedicated sky-

firm being award-
ed 264 crore in
compensation by the
state government for acquir-
ing its land for the proposed
project.

The Bandra Kurla Com-
plex HSR station is the only
underground station on the
corridor. The platform is
planned at a depth of about
24 metre from the ground
level. It will have three lev-
els—a platform, concourse
and service floor,

Two entry/exit points

light  provisions
have been made for
natural lighting.

The amenities planned
for passengers at stations
include ticketing and wait-
ing arcas, a business-class
lounge, a nursery, restrooms,
smoking rooms, information
kiosks, incidental retail cen-
tres and a public information
and announcement system.

Besides, integration with
other modes of transporta-
tion such as buses, autos and
taxis is also planned.

The design of Boisar station
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Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet train fastens ; social well being is important: High Court
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Godrej's obstacle moved away from 'Bullet train’ , Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet train project will
speed up
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High Court dismissed Godrej's appeal” Bullet train ' will run faster, Goverment's land allocation
and compensation decision turns right.
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'‘Bullet train is an important project' High court rejects Godrej's appeal in the court, against land

_ allocation.
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'‘Bullet train' project is for country's own good ! Godrej's appeal against land allocation rejected

in the High court
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NHSRCL

Bullet train's way cleared , Godrej-Boyce's appeal rejected in the court
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Bullet train project obstacles are taken away, Godrej's appeal rejected, high court supports

government
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Bullet train projects's ways cleared, Godrej's appeal is rejected by the court

geic gora1 ol
AT Ao

Tﬂa’\’a?ﬁaﬁmﬁ:—cﬂaﬁﬁ



SANDESH, Ahmedabad, 10.2.2023

Page No. 2, Size:(10.23)cms X (9.04)cms.

Bombay HC dismisses plea challenging acquisition of land for bullet train
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Godrej's plea against land acquisition in Mumbai for bullet train rejected
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